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TANGO – THE INTELLECTUAL’S DANCE WITH THE TOTALITARIAN POWER 

Abstract: 

This paper analyzes Sławomir Mrożek’s play Tango and the main focus is on the figure of the 

intellectual  who attempts to restore the missing moral values in his family of nonconformist 

artists and who is tempted to do so, resorting to brute force, which can be seen as an allegory of 

the relations between the totalitarian ideology and the intellectual. The article presents different 

critical opinions about this play, while it also tries to show its specific place among the other 

plays of the Polish playwrighter and its connection to the traditions of the theatre of the absurd. 
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