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Abstract:

Select issues and trends, evident in the last decades of the 20" Century and the beginning of
the 21% Century in the development of Bulgarian Studies, are analyzed from philosophical,
cultural, and sociological points of view. The conclusions are drawn based on the
development of Bulgarian Studies abroad (mainly in Poland), and the work of the institutions
(the state policy) for the formation and promotion of the cultural brand, as well as the role of
the Bulgarian philological studies within the country. Nowadays the promotion of the
languages and cultures of smaller nations remains outside the mainstream processes and
models of global and mass culture. The models are eventually ideologized and manipulated
by the “powerful” states in terms of certain public and cultural concepts, worldviews, as well
as the obsolete ideologems of logocentrism. The European idea of multiculturalism presents a
counterpoint of these processes by encouraging national cultures to maintain their
uniqueness and become simultaneously global and local. The paper pays special attention to
the political constructs such as Mitteleuropa and the Exoteric Other that involve Central
Europe and the Balkan Peninsular, and their significance with regard to the respective
national Philological Studies. The paper attempts at studying and defining the factors that
motivate young people’s decisions to study Slavic philologies. The focus is on the problems
that Slavic Studies in general, and Bulgarian Studies in particular, face abroad, through the
lenses of cultural and historical memory, and the country brand theories.
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