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Abstract: 

This article reveals unexpected challenges towards Polish students of Bulgarian language 

and culture that concern gesticulations and first contacts with Bulgarian phonetics. It depicts 

communicative situations that require elementary linguistic and cultural skills but cannot be 

found in Bulgarian language text and reference books. Examples are based on personal 

observations of oral communication between Bulgarians after the author’s first year of 

education in Balkan studies in Poland. The author’s conclusion is that beginner students of 

Bulgarian language cannot neglect gesticulations and phonetic developments in the 

contemporary Bulgarian language where even simple gestures demand translation. 
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