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Abstract:

In this paper, word formation is studied from the perspectives of internal relations within a
language and relations between morphemes composing a derivative. Consequently, word
formation may be understood as investigation of the word-internal syntax.

The basic postulate is assumed to be the presence of a structural isomorphism between the
language units sentence and lexeme, i.e. the same combinatorial rules license both the
combinations of lexemes within the sentence and the combinations of morphemes within the
lexeme.

Another postulate, that is basic for this research, together with the isomorphism of the
sentence and morpheme structures, is the relative autonomy of the semantic and syntactic
structures of the language units. In regard to word formation it means that in this case
semantic and formal derivatives should be distinguished in analogy to the sentence syntax,
that distinguishes the concept structure (sentence) and formal structure (sentential
expression).

The consistent application of this distinction leads to the definition of word formation as a
morpheme syntax (similar to the sentence syntax) and of the derivative word as a structure,
within which the rules for formal and semantic morpheme combination are realized. This
allows to seek and find morpheme combinatorial rules, i.e. the relations between the
morphemes, characterized by regularity.

Modeling of formal derived structures is based on the formal characteristics of
derivational exponents. The division is dichotomy:

1) negation: +/- reduction of the theme;

2) alternation: +/- alternation in the theme;

3) paradigm: +/- adding a grammatical morpheme to the theme;

4) confixity: +/- adding two affixes to the theme;

5) affixity: +/- adding an affix of a specified type to the theme.

Marking of the derivational structure by affixity gives further division, based on the type
of the affixal exponent of derivation. Whether we should use criteria: +/- prefix, +/- suffix,
+/- postfix, +/- interfix as well as the order of application — this depends on what the further
observation of the language material will show.
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