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THE OLD TESTAMENT NARRATIVE OF JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS
AND THE MODEL OF THE RULER FOR THE OLD RUSSIAN

AND OLD SERBIAN PRINCES-MARTYRS

The focus of this paper is the analogy between Boris and Gleb and Joseph and/or Joseph
and Benjamin in the “Tale of Boris and Gleb” in connection with the Old Testament story
of Joseph and his brothers in the interpretation of St. John Chrysostom. The figure of Jo-
seph is involved in creating a paradigm of the ideal ruler in medieval Slavonic literatures.
Stefan First-Crowned in the “The life of Stefan Nemanja”, like the author of the “Tale of
Boris and Gleb”, finds in the figure of Joseph a symbol of an innocent victim and likens
him to the thrown into the cave Serbian prince. In the service and in the vita of the Serbian
prince Stefan Decanski, Gregory Tsamblak also resorts to a parallel with Joseph, sacraliz-
ing thus his righteousness. The specific features in the paradigm of the ruler in Old Bulgar-
ian, Old Russian and Old Serbian traditions are derived. In the Old Russian literature of
the next period prince Alexander Nevsky, prince Dmitry Donskoy and others are also com-
pared with the figure of Joseph as a symbol of beauty, chastity, spiritual strength and power.

Hnuana Yexosa

BETXO3ABETHbBIH HAPPATHUB O HOCUDE U EI'O EPAThAX
U MOIEJIb IIPABUTEJIA Y JIPEBHEPYCCKHUX

U JIPEBHECEPECKHX KHA3ZEH-MYYEHUKOB

B yenmpe snumanus ananozusn mexcoy bopucom u Inebom u Hocupom w/uru Hocughom
u Benuamunom 6 «Crasanuu o bopuce u Iiebe» 6 c6s3u ¢ 6emxo3a6emHuim Cro#Cemom
0 Hocuge u eco bpamvsx ¢ monkosanuu Moanna 3namoycma. Obpasz Hocugpa yuacmsy-
em 6 co30aHuU NapaoueMsl UOEAIbHO20 NPABUMENS 8 CDEOHEBEKOBbIX CAABAHCKUX JUme-
pamypax. Cmegan Ilepsosenuannviii 6 «Kumuu Cmeghana Hemanuy, noooono asmopy
«Crazanus o bopuce u Iebey, naxooum 6 obpase Hocugpa cumeonuxy nesunHo sxcepm-
86l U YyNnoooosiem emy bpouleHHo20 6 newepy cepockoeo kussa. K napannenu ¢ Hocugpom
npubecaem u I pucopuii Llambnax 6 ciycoe u scumuu cepockomy kusasvio Cmegany [e-
YAHCKOMY, CAKpATU3Upys Makum 00pazom e2o npageoHocms. Bvigedenvl cneyuguueckue
yepmol 8 napaoueme npasumes 8 OpesHedoNapCKoll, OPeGHEPYCCKOlL U OpegHecepOCKOl
mpaouyuu. C obpazom Hocugpa xax cumeona kpacomul, yenomyopus, OYX08HOU CULbL U
enacmu cpagHusaromces kHAzb Anexcandp Heeckuil, kuaze [Jmumpuil [Jouckou u op. 6
OpesHepyCccKoll iumepamype nociedylouux dox.






