Gregory Tsamblak
ON MONASTIC LIFE

Gregory Tsamblak is a notable ecclesiastical figure and a talented Bulgarian writer from
the Late Middle Ages, connected with the literatures of Bulgaria, Serbia, Russia and
Moldavo-Wallachia. He is known as the follower of Patriarch Euthymius of Turnovo
from the Turnovo literary school, but he is little known as a gifted preacher and author of
more than twenty homilies. As early as the Middle Ages his homilies were put together in
a collection under the title “The Book of Gregory Tsamblak” which survives only in Rus-
sian copies. Yet no critical edition of the Middle Bulgarian texts of the homilies has been
accomplished and there is no translation of the Book of Gregory Tsamblak into modern
standard Bulgarian (only four or five homilies have been translated).

Here a translation into Modern Bulgarian is proposed of Tsamblak'’s homily “On the
monastic life” from “The Book of Gregory Tsamblak”. The Middle Bulgarian text of this
sermon, used in the present translation, is from the Book of Gregory Tsamblak, manu-
script No 31, f. 199 (the Nikiforov collection), Russian State Library in Moscow, a copy
dating from the first quarter of the XV" century, ff. 52r-64r.

Tpueopuii I{ambnak
OF HHOYECKOM JKUTHUH

Tpueopuii Llambrax — eploarowuiics yepKoGHbIl Oesmenb U MAalaHmMIussill OONeapCKull
nucamens anoxu 11030ne2o cpednesexosvs, Komopbwiii cesazan ¢ aumepamypoii Boneapuu,
Cepbuu, Poccuu u Monoo-Banaxuu. On useecmern mem, umo Ovln yuenuxom Eepumus,
nampuapxa TblpHo8CK020, u3ecmen u Kax sApkuti npedcmagumens TelpHo6ckoll aume-
PAmypHOUL WKOIbL, HO NOYMU Heu3secmeH KaKk 00apeHHblll npOnoseonux, agmop bonee
osaoyamu nponogeoeti. Euje 6 Cpeonue sexa cocmasnen cOopHux e2o nponogeoeti noo
nacnogom Kanmra Fpuropuia Liamsaaka, ¢ komopozo 6 nawe epems uzsecmmuwt monvko pyc-
ckue cnucku. Tloxka nem Kpumuyecko2o uz0anus cpeonedoneapcko2o mekcma nponoge-
Oell, Kaxk u noiHozo nepegooa Kuueu I pucopus Llambraxa Ha cospemenHulii boneapckuii
A3bIK (8 nepesooe 8blULI0 8Ce20 4—5 omoenvHblx nponogeoeti).

IIpeonazaemviii Hamu nepeoo Ha cospemenHblll boneapcKuil A3bIK nponosedu I pueopus
Lambnaka ,, O unoueckom scumuu *‘, komopas éxooum 6 cocmag Kuueu I pueopus Llam-
bnaxa, credyem 3a cpeonedon2apckum mekcmom nponoedu I'puropia MNOKA cMHpeNare n
MPEZRUTEPA, W HNOPRCKD KHTIH IAKO AHPAW MOMEHT CA. H NA HiKe W NEMPARAbI H XBILIENIA BOPATAIX
¢ u3 cOopHuka Kanura Mpuropuia Liamsaska no pykonucu nepeoii uemsepmu XV 6. ¢ Coopa-
nuu Huxughopoea (PI'B, Mockea, pkn. Ne31, ¢. 199), an. 52r—64r.






