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PARONYMIC MISTAKES IN TEXTS FROM  
COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE  
AND GENERAL KNOWLEDGE VIEWPOINT

The process of paronymization in the text due to the ignorance of the meaning of one word and its replacement with more common 
or inexistent word which possesses close phonetics or graphics (e.g. palimpsest - *psedempsest) features is common with the process 
of metaphorization. The only difference is that in metaphors we transport the meaning, but in paronyms we transport formal features 
(phonetic or graphic features). Hence, the paronymization is a matter of the language use, doesn’t possess system and structural 
features and we can’t predict every possible patronymic replacement. Often those replacements are due to poor vocabulary of the 
students and/or very low level of the general knowledge of the world. Some examples are given and analyzed.


